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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED BRIEFLY EXPLAINED AND PRACTICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 
APPENDIX No. 2. 


The Ap»stles’ Creed is usually, I believe I might say, universally, 
printed in ¢hree paragraphs, having a direct reference, by this arrange- 
ment, to the doetrine of the Trinity, each of the persons of the divine 
nature, being the great subject of each of the paragraphs respectively. 
The more particular consideration of this doctrine, though it has been 
incidentally referred to, in going through the Creed, we have reserved 
for this Appendix. 

In the faith of the Trinity our ministers are ordained, and each mem- 
ber is baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
according to the command of our Lord himself. This faith is professed 
at confirmation and at the altar; in the Litany, and every time the 
Apostles’ Creed is repeated, and is commemorated on Trinity Sunday, 
in the Collect for which we pray to be kept “ stedfast in this faith.” 
But our Church does not wish any doctrine to be received on the ground 
merely of her authority. She is no friend toa blind faith, but would 
have us search the Scriptures, and “add to our virtue Anowledge ;”’ that 
our belief may have a firm foundation, and that we may be able to give 
toevery man that asketh, a reason of the hope that is in us. It is in 
obedience to these lessons of hvuly scripture, that the festivals of our 
Church have been appointed. It is to enable us to study the scriptures 
advantageously, to add to our knowledge effectively, that great truths 
are singly, and statedly, brought before the mind. The Church would 
have us, at deast once a year, to consider these great truths, to bring them 
to the test of scripture, and to dwell on them till our affections are suita- 
blyexcited. Let us, at this time, look into the foundation of the myste- 
nous doctrine of the Trinity, and consider some of its practical conse- 
quences, 

l. It has been an opinion current, in al] ages, and among all nations, 
that the divine nature consisted of an unity of essence, in a trinity of 
persons, Ithas been shown, by undisputed quotations, that it was 
held by the Hindoes, from the most remote gntiquity, and by the Persians, 
and it was held also by the Egyptians, by Orpheus, founder of the most 
ancient Greek theology, and by the Greek Philosophers. Evidence is 
produced also of its having been held in the empires of Thibet and Tan- 


* See Gospel Messenger for August and September, 1834, and previous numbers. 
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guet, by the ancient Scandinavians, the Romans, Germans, Gauls, Ja. 
panese, and Chinese. In ancient places of worship, the Deity was re. 
presented, in carved work, having three faces formed on one body, with 
six hands, or two to each person—or as a globe, a wing and a serpent, 
joined together. The Diana of the Romans, is stamped on a medal, 
having three faces on three distinet heads, united to one form: on the 
reverse, is the inscription “ Be silent, it is a mystery.” | A similar medal, 
found in Siberia, now in the cabinet of the Emperor, has this inscription, 
“ The bright and sacred image of the Deity, conspicuous in ¢hree figures, 
Gather the holy purpose of God from them: love him.” Among the 
Pagans of our own continent, we also discover this opinion. “ The Iro 
quois hold that before the creation, three spirits existed ; all of whom 
were employed in creating mankind. The Peruvians adored a Triad, 
whom they styled the Father and Lord Sun, the Son Sun, and the 
Brother Sun. Some of them worshipped an Image, to which they gave 
a name, which translated signifies one in three, and three in one. On 
this remarkable testimony, collected by Dr. Dwight, from various sour- 
ces, which I have abstracted, he makes this comment. “ We are 
are not to expect, that, amid all the ignorance of heathenism, correct 
and unobjectionable ideas of God should be found in any nation. But 
when we consider, that the doctrine of a Triad has been so evidently 
received, without a question, in all the four quarters of the globe, and by 
so many different nations; that it was received among almost all those 
who were ancient ; that it was received independently ofthe scriptures, 
we cannot, [ think, fail to determine that the doctrine was originally 
revealed to the human race, and has almost every where been conveyed 
down both in their worship and their sacred traditions.” 

There is much reason to believe that polytheism, which has so exten- 
sively prevailed, had its origin in the abuse of this doctrine of the Trinity, 
for it has been judiciously remarked that—* If it had been understood 
from the beginning, that there was only one mode of existence in the 
Deity, the very reason and common sence of mankind must have explod- 
ed the first principles of idolatry.” There is ample evidence that this 
doctrine was held by the ancient Jews. Two of their writers, many 
years before Christ, thus comment on that text in Isaiah vi. 3 :—* Holy 
that is the Father, holy, that is the Son, holy that is the Holy Spirit.” 
Rabbi Judah, who flourished in the second century, states the doctrine 
of the Jewish Church, in these words :— God the Father, God the Son, 
God the Holy Spirit, three in unity, are in trinity.” The Jews had 
various symbols of the divine nature, in which this doctrine was plainly 
set forth. For example, a circle, to denote perfection, in which the first 
letter of the word Jehovah was marked thrice repeated—a square, 10- 
cluding three radii, disposed in the form of a crown—an equilaterial 
angle, with three small circles at the angles, and the first letter of the 
word Jehovah inscribed over it—and a sphere representing the universe 
held up by ¢hreehands. On their philacteries was inscribed the Hebrew 
letter which is the first in the word “ Almighty.” It is formed of three 
branches, alike in size and figure. Their anthem, which was sung 0 
the last day of the feast of Tabernacle, was in these words :—“ For thy 
sake, O our Creator, hosannah. For thy sake, O our Redeemer, hosat 


nah. For thy sake, O our Seeker, hosannah.” It appears that Mary 
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and Joseph readily understood the meaning of the Angel, when he spoke 
to them of “ the Son of the Highest,” of “the Lord God,” and of “ the 
Holy Spirit.” This cannot be accounted for, neither can the silence, 
on this point, of the Pharisees and Scribes, who railed against every 
thing new in religion, be accounted for, without supposing that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity was at that time known in the Hebrew nation. 
There is also ample evidence that this doctrine was held by those men 
eminent for enlightened piety, called the Fathers. Their testimony is 
important, as it goes to show not merely their individual opinion, but 
that of the primitive Church, from which they would have been excom- 
muvicated, had they held any important tenet contradictory to the gene- 
rally received faith. Polycarp, a disciple of St. John, who was Bisho 
of Smyrna, at the stake, thus concluded his dying prayer :—* I glorify 
thee by the eternal and heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, thy beloved 
Son; with whom to thee, and the Holy Ghost be glory both now, and 
toall succeeding ages. Amen.” Justin Martyr, who wrote about forty 
years after the death of St. John, in his Apology for the Christians, says, 
“We reverence and worship both Him and his Son. We likewise re- 
verence and adore that Spirit from which proceedetb all prophecy.” 
Tertullian, who belonged to the second century, has the following de- 
claration, being part of a long creed :—* We believe in the Sanctifier ot 
the faith of those who believe in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 
lreneus, of the same ceutury, says :—‘ Man is made after the image and 
likeness of the uncreated God: the Father designing and giving out 
orders; the Son executing and creating; the Holy Ghost supplying 
nutriment and increase.” It cannot be necessary to enlarge on this 
branch of the subject, for doing which the materials are abundant. The 
general reception of such a doctrine is certainly a strong argument of its 
being founded in truth. It is offered, however, only as a corroborative 
evidence, for it must be admitted that this doctrine, ifit be unsupported 
by Scripture, cannot stand. Let us look, then, into the infallible Word 
of God. : 

Il. The name by which the Almighty is designated, is often a plural 
noun, and when the noun is used in the singular, it is often joined with 
an adjective and a verb in the plural, as if to mark, at once, the unity of 
essence and the plurality of persons, in the divine nature. “God said, 
let ws make man in our image, after our likeness.”’ ‘“ Behold the man is 
become as one of us.” “ Let us go down, and there confound their 
language.” In the precept “ Remember thy Creator,” the original has 
it, thy Creators. In the first revelation of God to man, that is, in the 
very first verse of the first chapter of Genesis, he speaks of himself in 
the plural number :—* In the beginning, God,” literally Gods created, 
the verb being in the singular. St. Paul preaching to those who wor- 
shipped “the unknown God,” alludes to the plurality of persons in the 

vine nature ;—“ We ought not to think that t#e Godhead is like unto . 
gold,” &e. The attributes of the Deity are assigned indiscriminately to 
three persons. For example :—‘ There is none good but one, that is 
God.” The Psalmist says :—‘ Thou art my God, thy Spirit is good ;” 
and of Christ we read—“ Who did no sin, the Lamb without spot.” 

nipresence is claimed by Christ, “ Lo I am with you always,” and is 
ascribed to the Holy Ghost, “ Whither sha!l 1 go from thy Spirit.” It 
Would be easy to show, and it has been frequently done by writers on 
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our subject, that the other attributes of the Deity, eternity, power, wis. 
dom, justice, and truth, are appropriated to the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
as wellas tothe Father. The same deeds are in one part of Scripture, 
ascribed to one person, ‘and in another part, to another person of the 
Godhead, as in the Psalms, creation is atzributed to the Father ;—* The 
Lord he is God, it is he that hath made us.” In St. John, it is assigned 
to Christ :—“ By Him were all things made,” and in Job, to the Holy 
Ghost :— The Spirit of God hath made me.” In like manner, as it 
respects the resurrection of our Lord, we read in Corinthians, “God 
hath raised up the Lord,” in St. John, “ Destroy this temple, and in 
three days J will raise it up,” Christ being the speaker ; and inSt. Peter, 
“ Christ being put to death, but quickened by the Spirit ;” and so the 
resurrection of mankind in general is ascribed to the Father; in Corin- 
thians vi. 14.—‘* God will also raise us up by his own power,” but in 
Phil, iii. 21, we read, “ The Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” To 
each the gift of divine revelation is ascribed. Saith St. Paul, “God 
shall reveal even this unto you,” but in another place, ‘‘ Neither was | 
taught it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ,” and it is said of Simeon, 
“It was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost.” ‘The answering of 
prayer is attributed to each person,—* Our Father which artin heaven,” 
“Lord Jesus receive my spirit,” and “ The communion of the Holy 
Ghost be with you,” that is, may he be with you, for this passage is un- 
doubtedly an invocation of divme mercy. ‘“ Know ye not,” says St. 
Paul, “ that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.’ But if de 
have a temple, he must be an object of worship, 

As divine properties and actions, so also the divine name is given to 
each of the persons. It is well known that there is an appellation of our 
heavenly father, which has never been applied to auy Auman being, 
which the Jews seldom permitted to pass their lips, and on né occasion 
without marked reverence. Thisis the name in Deuteronomy, “ The 
Lord our God is one Jehovah.” But it is given to the Son, in Jeremiah, 
“ This is the name whereby he shall be called, Jehovah our righteous- 
ness ;” and to the Holy Ghost, in Ezekiel, ‘‘ The Lord Jehovah put forth 
the form of an hand, and took me,and the Sprit lifted me up.” Now, 
let it be remembered, that in both Testaments it is declared that “God 
is one,” and yet we have seen that his qualities, his prerogatives, and his 
name, are given tothree persons: ‘“ What things soeverthe Father doeth,” 
these also are done by the Son and the Holy Ghost. This would appear 
a contradiction, if it were not for that truth, whereby we learn that the 
divine nature is one in one respect, and threefold in another, just as man 
in one respect is a unit, and in another respect has quality, as composed 
of soul and body. The doctrine of the Trinity is, in fact, the great 
means of reconciling seemingly opposed truths, and giving consistency to 
the whole system of divine revelation. It is a sey, which admits light 
on some of the darkest places in Scripture, and introduces the inquirer 
to a knowledge of the great scheme of redemption. There are various 
incidents in Scripture which may be usefully noticed to confirm our faith 
in this doctrine. In the vision, Isaiah (vi. 3.) beheld the throne of God, 
and heard the adoration of the Trinity—-admitted, after the lapse of 
many centuries, to the same vision, St. John heard the same adoration, 


“ Holy. holy, holy Lord God.” The Hebrew Priest was directed by 
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God himself, to pronounce the benediction in the name of three persons. 
«The Lord bless thee and keep thee,” that.is, the Father, the author and 

reserver of man’s being. “ The Lord make his face toshine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee,” that is, the Son, who brought immortality to 
light, and purchased grace for sinners. “The Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace,” that is, the Holy Ghost, whose 
name is Comforter, and whose work is peace. Correspondent is the 
Christian benediction,—* The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.” 
The celebrated text, ‘‘ There are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one,” as 
its authority has been questioned, although it is still asserted by men 
equally eminent for their learning, will not be insisted upon by me. 
There is no occasion to plead a text which any one may regard as doubt- 
ful, while there are so many which are undisputed. But it may be use- 
ful to invite your attention to the following passages, whose authority is 
admitted by all, which form a very exact para//e/ with this disputed one, 
“I am one,” says our Lord, “ that bear witness of myself, and the Father 
that sent me beareth witness of me.”” “1 and my Father are one.” 
St. John says, —“ It is the Spirrt that beareth witness, because the Spirit 
is Truth.” These texts, taken together, contain the truth almost in the 
same words as that—‘* There are three that bear record,” &c. in 1 John 
v.7. Inthe phraseology of the following text, it can scarcely be doubt- 
ed that the Apostle had in view the ¢iree persons of the Deity :—* Now 
there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diffe- 
rences of admimstrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversi- 
ties of operations, but it is the same (ved which worketh all in all.” 
But on this subject, the most satisfactory testimony is that contained in 
the commission of the Apostles. T'ey were to be the propagators of 
the true religion. They were to instruct men in a// the principles of 
that religion, but particularly in that principle which is at the foundation 
of religion—the existence of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sanc- 
tiierof human nature. ‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations, haptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,” in the “name,” not in the names, in reference to the unity of 
the essence. You see then, that the doctrine of the Trinity holds a 
prominent place in the system of revealed religion. Very properly does 
our catechism teach, that we are “ chiefly’’ to beleve in “God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.” 

Let us now consider, briefly, the practical influence of this doctrine. 
The pride of human nature cherishes the presumption, that all truth is 
within the reach of its intellect. Now here is a truth evidently beyond 
the ken of the human mind. Here man is made to feel, that as for his 
creation and redemption, so for the knowledge of religion, he is indebt- 
ed to his God exclusively. Without divine revelation, man must have 
Temained for ever in ignorance of the Divine nature ; of the obligations, 
and the privileges which are founded upon the mercy of the Fatber, 
the sacrifice of the Son, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. As our 
doctrine teaches, it also exercises humility. Submission to God is the 
Prominent lesson of our divine teacher. It is the paramount duty of 
every creature. We are called to submit our wills, both in doing and 
suflering, to the divine will, and in like manner our understandings to 
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the divine understanding. Assent to a plain truth is a submission to 
one’s own understanding, a sort of involuntary act. But assent to a truth 
above our comprehension, on the ground of the divine testimony, implies 
a sense of our own imperfection, and an acquiescence in the divine wis. 
dom. This is properly the virtue of faith, which is commended by our 
Lord—*“ Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed.” 
It is that docility, which he declares to be indispensable to our improve- 
ment and happiness: Except ye be converted, and become as /iti/e chi). 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom ofheaven.’’ “ Thou hast hid 
these things froin the wise and prudent, and hath revealed them unto 
babes.” It is the praise of the holy Angels, that as they do the pleasure 
of the Lord, so they also hearken to the voice of his word. They 
believe the truths, as well as practise the duties made known to them 
by God. In revealing to men this doctrine, the chief purpose was to 
unfold the plan of human salvation. In the true religion, there are not 
any merely speculative doctrines. The doctrine of the Trinity exercises 
our faith, but it was not revealed for that purpose alone. If man could 
have been instructed to pursue his duty and happiness without a know- 
ledge of mysteries, it would most probably not have been communicated 
tohim. But is as impossible that religion should be free from mystery, as 
it is that finite man should be able to comprehend the secrets of infinity. 
Condemned manis rescued through the mercy of the Father, by the blood 
and intercession of the Son, the guidance and assistance of the Holy 
Ghost. How would you excite gratitude for his safety, without telling 
him who were its authors? How would you conduct him to his duty 
and felicity, without revealing the manner in which they are to be pur- 
sued, and how could this manner be revealed without declaring his en- 
tire dependence on the mercy of God, his indispensable need of the 
mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of that help of the Holy Ghost, 
‘which is obtained by exertion and prayer; in short, without opening to 
his view, the comfortable doctrine of the eternal Trinity. Indeed, the 
doctrines of original sin, the atonement and the renovation of the heart, 
are so linked with this of the Trinity, that they who question this, either 
deny those altogether, or entertain such low views as amount almost toa 
rejection of them. ‘This then, most evidently is a practical doctrine. 
The denial of it leads to pride and carelessness, while the admission of 
it leads to a humble consciousness of our guilt and weakuess, and to 
constant and vigorous efforts to secure pardon, grace, and final glory. 

Such are some of the practical advantages of this wonderful doctrine. 
There may be others, at present concealed from us, with which we may 
become acquainted hereafter. “ In the frame of nature, and the scheme 
of Providence,” says the judicious Secker, “ we discern evident proofs 
of wisdom and goodness, but with innumerable particulars intermixed, 
which we perceive not to be at all wsefu/. Yet we never doubt of their 
having a real, though waknown subserviency to valuable ends. Just 30 
in the gospel revelation: look upon the general plan, and it is undenia- 
bly adapted to promote the divine honor and human virtue and happr- 


But how some points are conducive to them, we see less clearly, 


ness. 


or perhaps not at all. Yet still, as they are parts of a system confesse 
good, and clearly proved, and we cannot expect to comprehend all the 
secret conuexions and references in God’s moral government of us, 
which extends to eternity, and may extend to worlds far out of our sight, 
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it is unreasonable beyond expression, to refuse believing any thing, till 
we see the ground of every thing ; and to deny that implicit faith to our 
Maker, in some few instances, which we are obliged in so many to have 
inove another. Scornful rejection of doctrines, that have all the out- 
ward marks of dis authority, merely because we cannot investigate the 
inward reasons or complete scheme of them, would be shocking irreve- 
rence inthe highest of his creatures; and much worse doth it become 
our low rank of being, and the lamentable weakness of sur degenerate 
faculties. ‘* Hardly do we guess aright, says Solomon, at things that are 
upon earth ; and with labour do we find the things that are defore us: 
but the things that.are in heaven, who hath searched out? And thy 
counsel, who hath known, except thou give wisdom, and send thy holy 
spirit from above.” There is no reason to believe, that even the Angels 
understand the nature of that glorious being whom they constantly adore, 
saying “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts.” ‘“ Casnt thou, by 
searching, find oat God? Canst thou find out the Almighty to per/ce- 
tion? Itis high as heaven, what canst thou do? deeper than hell, what 
canst thouknow ? Ifthe Trinity is rejected, because incomprehevsible, 
so ought the omnipresence, and indeed the self-existence of the divine 
nature, for these almost universally received truths, are yet incompre- 
hensible. This argument against our doctrine, and there is none which 
is more insisted upon, might with equal propriety be alleged in favour 
of Atheism. “ If we know enough of the mysterious doctrines of religion, 
(says au excellent prelate,) to fulfil those duties of which they are each 
respectively the foundation, our knowledge, however imperfect, is suffi- 
cent. And if those duties remain unfulfilled, the completest knowledge 
will not avail us.’” 

My Brethren,—Let us cling to our faith, because it has come from the 
wise and true God: because it will foster that humility which will give 
us peace here and exalt us hereafter; and because it is the foundation 
of our pleasant duties, and bright expectations. We beseech thee, O 
Lord, to keep us stedfast in this faith, and in thy time to bring us tothat 
perfect day, when we shall have our faculties greatly improved ; when 
we shall join in the perpetual hymn of angels, and archangels, and all 
the company of heaven,—* Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts, heaven 
“ earth are full of thy glory: glory be to thee,O Lord most high.” 

men. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


VARIANA.—No. 2. 


“An age of fanaticism is always succeeded by one of unbelief.” “ It 
brings religion into disrepute, and disgusts the more mild and rntional 
class of believers. Radamanthus refers to an old woman, who claimed 
the rewards of heaven, not on the score of heaven, not on the score of 

er own reformation, but the pains she took to reform others.”’ 

Our Catechism teaches to “ keep the tongue from evil speaking, lying 
and slandering.” Evil speaking may be either true or false, lying is 
os necessarily evil speaking ; slandering is both evil speaking and 
ying, 

Under the class of sins “against oneself,” are seldom included, by 

ical writers, any other than neglect of self-government, but a more 
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full catalogue is—1. Acting contrary to one’s own conscience. 2, Glut. 
tony. 3. Drunkenness. 4. Wantonness. 5. Delight in evil company, 
6. Waste of time. 7. Thoughtlessness of things to come. 

It is aremark, in the spirit of philosophy, (which implies deep reflection, 
a power of discrimination, and a keen observation,) by the editor of the 
Auburn Gospel Messenger, adverting to what are called National, or 
Union, or more properly, Amalgamation Societies.—‘ The starting point 
of the mistake which was made, will, in our humble judgment, be found 
in the idea that a Awman society or contrivance can effect that which the 
gospel of Christ has never been able te accomplish,” viz.—the breaking 
down sectarianism. It was no “ humble judgment,” that made this dis. 
covery. Again he says: “ It will not now be disputed, that the very 
denominations (perhaps we might say the denomination) most active in 
this movement, have been most disturbed by it,” in other words, aim. 
ing at the union of all, by breaking down distinctive principles, they have 
brought disunion into their own ranks, 

Some scruples have been acted on respecting the acceptance of Cullegi- 
ate degrees, but a Boston paper well remarks :—‘“ Titles are scriptural, 
Lords and Dukes figure in the Bible, and though they are not of New 
Testament origin, yet certainly Lady is in good use, even in that portion 
of the sacred volume. If Rev. and Mr. are used, we see nothing improp- 
erin D. D.” In education, the parents’ part is the first and greatest of 
all. Tle rage for money-making, leaves the parent no time to attend to 
the character of his children. The lower school teaches to read ; now 
if a boy be seut to the university before he can read, what sor of a 
scholar is he likely to make. The use of the Catechism, by the autho- 
rity of the King, 1553, was enjoined on all School-Masters. 

Virtue and friendship, (says Mackintosh,) are the greatest of human 
blessings, and their loss is irreparable. 

Hospitality consists not, says Bishop Wilson, in making great enter- 
tainments, but in providing a sober and suitable refreshment for such as 
are in want, and for such as come to visit us. Catechising, says the 
same prelate, I consider of more use to the souls of both learned and 
ignorant, than the very best sermon from the pulpit. 

Advocating “ the regular keeping up of all the rules of the Church,” 
Bishop M’Ilvane remarks, “ old modes of doing things are apt to seem 
worn out and decrepid, and dry to minds under new excitement. Let 
the streams of the river of life be kept within the banks which the ordi- 
nances of the gospel have established, and the wisdom of all ages has 
been content with. Let the novelty consist in newness of life, in an 
unwonted spirit of prayer, and faith and love rather than in new devices, 
and novel modes.” 

Confirmation is a highly interesting and personal transaction between 
the recipients, their God, and their Church, but it is free from all osten- 
tatious parade of personal feelings, declarations, and expertences on their 

art. The Church of England never claimed the unrestricted right of 
judging by individuals, (which is the case when judgment is private, 
but used its public judgment as a Society, against foreign usurpation. 

In favor of the solemnization of Matrimony in the “ House of God,” @ 
Roman Catholic Minister well remarks :—‘ Will the hut be fitter : 

that record, than the roof which for ages has echoed with piety 2 
prayer? Will the honor of the wife, or the piety of the husband, be 
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less amply insured by the religious bond, if 7 be sealed in presence of 
the altar, where they were baptized, where they may yet bring their 
children to the font, and where the prayer of faith and hope will yet hal- 
low their grave ? 

Is notthe sacrament of baptism undervalued by many? The editor 
of the Churchman remarks :—“ It is the disparagement of the rights and 
privileges conferred in baptism, and the substitution of the Lord’s sup- 
per in its place, asthe badge of Church membership, that have led exten- 
sively to the neglect of early religious education, and been largely in- 
strumental in producing the popular excitements and doctrinal disputes 
which now agitate churches of other denominations.” 

On another popular error, he well remarks : —‘‘ The maxim that no- 
thing isto be taught but what is admitted by all denominations, is, in 
elect, a virtual banishment of Christianity from our schools. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGE 


PROPOSED CATECHISM 
To be used by the Teachers in the Religious Instruction of Persons of Colour. 
LESSON III, 


ON THE CREED. 
=: (Coutinued from page 205.) 


Whom do you believe in besides God the Father and God the Son? 

“Lbelieve in God the Holy Ghost,” 2. e. the Holy Spirit. 

Whose Spirit is He called inScripture?) The Spirit of God. Matt. 

ii, 16. Eph. iv. 30. 

': He also God? Yes; for so the Bible says. Acts v. 34. 1 Cor. iii. 

16. 

Is He equal with the Father and the Son? Yes: for just as great 

things are said of Him as of them. Psalm cxxxix. 7. Matt. xxviii. 19. 

1 Cor. ii. 10. 

Why is he called Holy? Because as he is God, he must be holy in 

imself, 

And why else? Because he sanctifies us, or makes us holy. Rom. 

wv. 16. 1 Cor. vi. 12 

How does he make you holy? By putting his grace into my heart. 

How does his grace make you holy?’ By shewing me what [| ought 

to believe and do. Psalm cxix. 18. Eph. i. 17. Col. i. 9. 

But is that all? No: He gives me the wish to believe and to do 

might. Phil. ii. 18. Heb. xiii. 21. Psalm cxix. 36. 1 Kings viii.58.1 Cor. 

Xn. 3, 

Does He do no more? He helps me when [try todo right. Rom. 

vu. 14. Gal. v. 16. Phil. i. 6. 1 Cor. i. 8. 

Does he help you to pray? Yes: by putting into my heart what I 

ought to pray for, and by disposing me to pray. Rom. viii. 26. 

Ps hat if you are tempted? He helps me to bear my troubles.— 
or. X. 3, 

How does he help you todothis? By giving me strength and com- 

tinmy heart. Acts xiii. 52, ix. 31. 1 Thess. i. 6. 

What is he therefore called? The Comforter. John xiv. 16. 17. 
hould you wait for him to make you good? No: I must work out 

“| own salvation with fear and trembling. Phil. ii. 12, 13. 1 Thess. v. 
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How are you to get his help? It is given to me freely at first. Rom, 
iii. 24. Hos. xiv. 4. Rev. xxi. 6, xxii. 17. 
But will he go on helping you? Yes: if I make a right use of his 
help, and pray for more and more of it. Luke xi. 9, 13, Matt. xiii, 12, 
xxv. 29, ; 
And how are you to use aright the help of God’s Spirit? By trying 
to be holy, as He who hath called us isholy. 1 Peter i. 15, 16. 
What is meant by the “‘ Holy Catholic Church?’ The company of 
Christian people. 
Who made this Church? God: for it is “ the Church of the living 
God.” 1 Tim. iii. 15. 

Why is it called so? Because he sent his Son to set it up in the 

world. 

Is it also Christ’s Church? Yes. Matt. xvi. 18. 1 Cor. xi. 16. Eph. 
v. 24. 

Why so? Because he purchased it with his own blood. Acts xx. 28, 
Eph. v. 25. 

How did he set it up? By calling men out of the world to become 
its members. 

How does he rule it?) By teaching its members what they are to 
believe and to do, and by giving them the help of his Holy Spirit. 

Has he sent any person to rule underhim! Yes: his Ministers. 

Who arethey? ‘The Bishops, Priests, aud Deacons. 

How do they rule it?) By teaching and praying with and for their 
fellow men. 

How else? By preaching and administering the sacraments. 

And how are you to behave to those ministers? We should listento 
what they say, and get ready to receive the sacraments from them. 
Heb. xiii. 17. Acts. ii. 42. . 

How many Churches are there? Only one, though made up of many elt 
parts. Rom. xii 5. Ephs. iv. 4, 5,6. 1 Cor. xii. 13. Ro 

In what respects is the Church one? In being under one head and 
founder, Christ. Eph. v. 23. Col. i. 18. 5 

(How else! Because it hath the same faith, ministry, sacraments, 
and worship, which Christ and his Apostles set up. Acts ii. 41. 1 Cor. bad 
x. 17. Eph. iv. 4—13. i 

Should we all be joined to this one Church of Christ? Yes : forthere sian 
should be no schism in the body. 1 Cor. xii. 25.) 

What was our Savivur’s prayer for his disciples? That they all 
might be one, even as His Father and He are one. Jolin xvii. ll. 

But what is the name of the whole Church? Catholic, or Universal. 

Why is the Church called Catholic? Because it reaches over all the 
world, and takes in people of every kind. Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark XV1. Li. 

Why else? Because it has been and will be in all times. Matt. xv. 
18. 

And are these people all good? No: for there are many unworthy 
members of the Church. Matt. xiii. 25, 47. 

And why then is the Church called ho/y? Because the Head of the 
Church is holy, and the members of it are bound to be so too. Eph. 
25—27. 

Why else? Because the Holy Spirit is offered to them to make them 
holy. 1 Cor. iii, 16, 17. Gal. v. 22, 25, 
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And what if they will not be holy?’ They ought to be put out of the 
Church. 
Will they be allowed to enter heaven? Not unless they repent.— 
Matt. xiii. 41. 1 Cor. vi. 9. Rev. xxi. 27. Luke xiii. 35. 
What are good Christians called in Scripture? Saints or holy ones, 
Acts ix. 13, 32, 41. Rom. i. 7, viii, 27. Eph. i. 1. 

And what does the Creed say about these persons? That there is “a 
communion or fellowship” of Saints. 
With whom have the Saints a fellowship? With God and Christ, 
with Angels, and with each other. 1 John i, 3. Acts ii, 42. Eph. i. 10, 
ii, 19. 
How have they a fellowship with God? Because they are in favour 
with him, through the merits of Christ. 1 Cor i. 19. 
What are they to Christ?’ His brethren, having his spirit to dwell 
in their hearts. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Gal. iv. 6. Phil. ii. 1. 
How have they a fellowship with Angels? Because the Angels love 
them, and are sent to dothem good. Luke xv. 10. xvi. 22. Heb. i. 14, 
And how a fellowship with each other? Because they are members 
of Christ’s Church, and professors of the same faith. 
Why else? Because they share in the same trials and blessings on 
earth, aud are to go to the same heaven. 1 Peter v. 9. Heb. is. 1. 
And how then should real Christians feel towards each other? They 
should love, and pray for, and help one another. 1 Cor, xii. 25, 27. Gal, 
vi. 10. 1 Peter i. 22. Rom. xii. 13. 1 John iii. 18. James v. 16. 
What may they all hope for? “ The forgiveness of sins.” 
Whatis sin? Sin is the transgression of the law of God. 1 John iii. 
4, 
What do you mean by the law of God? His will, made known to us 
either by our conscience, or his providence, but chiefly in the Bible. 
Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
And what is it to go against thislaw? Todo any thing that we are 
there told not to do; or to leave undone what we ought to do, 
lsit only in these ways that you sin? No: for it is wrong to say a 
bad word, or even to think a bad thought. Matt. xii, 37. Eccl. xii 14, 
Isany body clear from sin? No: there is no man that liveth and 
simeth not. 1 Kings viii. 46. 1 Johni. 8. 
And what then does every one deserve? To die forever, for the 
wages of sin is death. Ezek. xviii. 4. Rom. vi. 23. 
How does God feel towards sinners? He is angry with them, and 
threatens to punish them. Psalm vii. 11. Exodus xxxiv. 7. 

And yet what does he promise? Forgiveness. Acts v. 31. xiii. 38, 
Eph. i. 7. 
What is meant by this? That he will keep back his anger and not 
punish them. 

Why does he forgive? Ofhis own free grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ. Titus iii. 5. 1 John ii, 12. Eph iv. 32. Col. i. 14. 
_And will he therefore forgive every one? No: those only who be- 
leve from their hearts in our Lord Jesus. Mark xvi. 16. Acts xvi. 31. 
How are you to show that you believe in Christ? By loving him, and 
trusting in him alone for pardon and help. 

But what if you do veally love him and trust in him? Then I shall be 
‘erry to offend him, and shall wish to please him, 
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And how are youto please him? By keeping clear from every sin, 
and doing his will. 

What isit that you believe in next? “The resurrection of the body.” 

When will the resurrection be? At the day of judgment. John xi, 
24. 

Whose bodies will be raised? The bodies of all who die, whether 
good or bad. Dan’l. xii. 2. John v. 28, 29. 

Who will raise them up? Jesus Christ. John vy. 28. 

What will be done with them then? They will all be joined again 
to their souls. 

But will there be no difference between the bodies of the good and of 
the bad? Yes: the bodies of the good shall be glorious. 1 Cor. xy, 
42—44, 53. 

Whose body will they be like? The body of our blessed Lord, 
Phil. iii. 21, 

Wilithey ever decay again? No: for they shall be raised incorrup- 
tible. 1 Cor. xv. 42, 53. ‘ 

What is to come to pass after the resurrection? ‘“ The life everlast- 
ing.” 

Where will the good be? In heaven. Luke vi. 23. 1 Peter i. 4. 

Do we know as yet all about heaven? No: for it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be. 1 Johniii. 2, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

But how much do we know about it? Just as much as God has re- 
vealed to usin his Bible? 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. 

And what do you learn about it from the Bible? That, in heaven, 
we shall be in great glory and happiness. Psalm xvi. 11. Matt. xi. 43. 
1 John iii. 2. Col. iii. 4. 

Why shall we be happy? Because we shall be with God and Christ 
and the good. Psalm xvii. 15. John xiv.3,xvii.-24. Matt. v. 8. 1 Cor. 
xiii. 12. 1 Thess. iv. 17. 

Whom shall we see there?’ Jesus Christ, and good Angels, and good 
men. 1 John iii. 2. Heb. xii. 22—24. Rev. iv. 4. Job xix. 25, 26. 

Which of our earthly acquaintances shall we meet there? All our 
pious friends. Heb. xii. 22—24. 

Shall we know our friends? Sothe Bible teaches. 1 Thess. ii. 19, 
20. iv. 13, 18. 2 Samuel xii. 23. Matt. viii. 11. Luke xvi. 23. 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 
2 Cor. i. 13, 14. iv. 14. Col. i. 28. 

What shall we be doing in heaven? We shall be serving God. Rev. 
vii. 15, 

Shall we be only serving him? No: we shall be praising him too. 
Rev. iv. 11. v. 13. 

And for what shall we be praising him? For all his goodness to us 
and to others. 

Will any thing trouble us in heaven? No: for there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. Isaiah xxxv. 10. Rev. xxi. 4, vil. 16, 17. 

But what will make us happiest of all? That we shall be perfectly 
holy, and with God our Saviour. Isaiah 1x. 21, Matt. xiii. 41.1 Cor. v 
9, 10. Heb. xii. 14. Rev. xxi. 27. 

How long are we to be inheaven? Forever. Matt. xxv. 46.1 Thess. 
iv. 17. 

Are all men to goto heaven? No; for the wicked shall be turned 
into hell, Psalm ix. 17. 
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What kind of a opt is hell? A place of dreadful torments. Matt. 
xiv. 46. Luke xvi. 23, 28. 

How are the wicked to be ermerned there? By being away from 
God, in darkness and everlasting fire, with a worm that never dies. 
Matt. xiii. 50, xxv. 41. Mark ix. 43, 44. Rev. xxi. 8. 

Who are they to be with? The deviland his angels. Matt. xxv. 41. 
What will this make them do! Weep and wail and gnash their 
teeth. Matt. xiii. 42. 

What will they have to comfort them? Nothing. 

How long are they to be kept in hell? Forever. Matt. xxxv. 46. 
John iii. 36. 

Does God wish any one to go there? No: he would have all men 
tobe saved?) Ezek. xviii. 23, 32° 1 Tim. 2. 4. 

And why then do any perish? They destroy themselves, because 
they will sin against God and despise Jesus Christ. Isaiah iii. 11. 
Hosea xiii. 9. 

What dost thou chiefly learn in shegarticles of thy belief? “ First, I 
learn to believe, &c. 

Are these three Gods? No: forthe Lord our God is one Lord. 

What are theythen? Three persons joined together into one nature. 
What did God the Father do tor you?) He made me. 


Did he make any more than you ! ‘e made all the world, 7. e. every 
thet A’ ee &C 


By Whom did he make these Things? He created all things by Jesus 
Christ. Eph. iii. 9. 
What did God the Son in particular do for you?) He redeemed me. 


ry 





in 








What does the Holy Ghost do for you? He sanctifieth me. 
And what does this mean ? That He i is the one to make me holy. 


of Grod., 





And wiso-anb-the-puopinet ised h._Alaeen Ciadaslane. 
( To be continued.) 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


COPY OF A PASTORAL LETTER, 
Addressed to a Congregation, on the subject of Systematic Cuariry, proposed by the 
last Convention of the Church. 

Betovep Frrenps,—You have been informed, that by the legislative 
act of our last General Convention, the Church has been organized into 
a Missionary Society. The object proposed by it is, to send Missiona- 
ries, under the auspices of our ecclesiastical confederacy, wherever they 
may be needed, to preach the gospel of our blessed Redeemer. Accord- 
ing to his commandment, every creature of the human family is the sub- 
ject of this Missionary enterprize,—and i its field isthe world. You have 
been also, advised of the action of our State Convention, in this matter, 
by the Report of its Special Committee, recommending and soliciting 
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your co-operation in the benevolent design, by a plan of systematic 
charity. [t remains for me, as your spiritual friend and adviser, to suc- 
gest some few particulars, by which the object may be effectually pro- 
moted. Approving, as you must approve, the great effort to Christian. 
ize the world, contemplated by the Church, you are aware that the 
entire co-operation of its members, both by their prayers and contribu. 
tious, is a very necessary preparative. Your pecuniary aid is therefore 
solicited, not by special donation, nor as transient liberality; but as an 
habitual offering to the Lord, founded on the consistent view of baptis- 
mal duty and privilege. The proposal contemplates the concentration 
of the Church’s resources, to available and permanent funds, for the sup- 
ply of the Ministry, in destitute places of our own country, and foreign 
lands. Whatever may be the result of such appropriation upon the 
moral destinies of mankind, the system is recommended to your approval, 
for its practical effects upon your own minds and those of your children, 
in the cultivation of the human feelings, and of self-denying Christian 
charity. © 
Permit me, then, to suggest for your consideration, the following pro- 
ositions :—First, that you procure a charity-box, in which, on every 
Cars day, a weekly contribution, by some or all of your family may be 
deposited. 
2d. That you ascertain, as nearly as practicable, the amount of your 
annual income, and that-pobeheraee sgh portion offit (the rich of their 
abundance and the poor of their penury) to the Lord’s service, as you 
may deem right and expedient. 
3d. That in the extraordinary events of life, such as recovery from 
sickness, the attainment-of some-profitable speculation, the receipt of an 
unexpected treasure; or in seasons of bereavement, misfortune, and 
consequent distress some pecuniary tokens be depositéd ‘in the charity 
box, as grateful memorials of thankfitlness to God, for His mercies; or 
as offerings of humiliation under the affliction of His providence. 
4th. That you inculcate upon the minds of your children, the duty of 
Christian benevolence, by encouraging them to show a self-denying 
spirit, and to sacrifice, for the love of God and the benefit of souls, the 
cost ot childish gratification and amusements, which may be useless, if 
not positively injurious, or sinful. 
5th. That those contributions be religiously deposited, as consecrated 
gifts to the Lord, in the Church boxes, every month, to be applied in 
whole, or in part, as you may direct, to the cause of Missions, either 
Domestic, that is, within the limits of the United States, or Foreign, 
embracing heathen nations throughout the world. Your own sense 
of duty, beloved friends, must dictate the amount of your alms to be 
thus contributed. The claims of the Church are various and urgent. 
Thousands, in our own State alone, are perishing for want of the bread 
of life. Shall we, the appointed almoners of Christian truth, suffer 
them to remain in their native guilt and impenitence ; or be led away 
into the delusions of ignorance and fai.aticism, without the effort, on our 
part, tosend them the ministry of the Word, as we have received It, 
and according to our convictions of its wisdom unto salvation? In the 
effort of the Church to repel the stigma of supineness on this momentous 
subject, all its members can unite. Every one of them may, and should 
do something towards it. Whether much or little, all can contribute: 
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The precept of inspired wisdom is, “ Let every man do as he is dispos- 
ed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” Can the practice of the enjoined virtue, be unaccompanied 
with salutary results? The inference, at least, is fair, that the approval 
of the above-mentioned suggestions, if united with prayer and pious 
reflections, cannot fail to impress your children’s hearts, with the hea- 
yenly influence of that charity, which is ‘‘ the bond of peace and all vir- 
tues.” To yourselves, on the bed of death, the recollection will be in- 
valuable, that some of your treasures have been rescued from the grasp 
of time and sense, to promote the temporal and spiritual interests of your 
fellow-creatures; and thus far, to subserve the benevolent design of 
Christianizing the world. 

In the bonds of Christian affection, your friend and pastor, EE. P. 





FOR THE GC ?EL MESSENGER. 


ST. PAUL TO PHILEMON. 

Mr. Editor,—Among the notes in Hardy’s Greek Testament, on the 
Epistle of St. Paul to Philemon, is the following, on verse 15 :—“ You 
have been deprived of his services for a time, that he might, by my 
instruction, be wholly yours for the rest of his life,”—for the gospel took 
cwry no rights and oblizations of scciety, nor interfered with the power of 
masters over their slaves.*” Now, the first edition of this excellent book 
was published about 1770: (my edition, the second, is of 1778,) at this 
time men’s passions, aided by a great degree of blindness and rashness, 
had not been enlisted in tie causc of'slavery or the slave-trade. Hardy’s 
nind was, of course, entirely free from those fanatical prejudices which 
are so apt to distort whatever they touch. His construction of St. Paul’s 
language is, therefore, just what all scholars and christians had been 
accustomed to put upon this passage. Yet we, of the present day, who 
venture to interpret this and other texts in their genuine sense, are 
aidaciously charged with a perversion of God's scripture. It is singu- 
lar that the valuable remark in question should have escaped me, when 
1 was engaged in the paraphrase which I lately published to your 
Gospel Messenger. 
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Address delivered at the Commencement of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States ; held 
m St. John's Church, New-York, on the 1st July, 1836. By the Rt. Rev. 
Narnanten. Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the Diocese of South-Carolina. Published by request of the Trustees.— 
It is full of thought and information, and more nearly resembles the 
productions of our deceased senior Bishop, delivered on this and other 
occasions, than any thing we have ever read, or expected to read—we 
mean more particularly in making a reflection, or naming a fact, often 
ina single sentence, and sometimes in a single word, which sets the mind 
ofthe reader at work, and sends it on a long train of recollection and 


. Forsitan ideo separatus fuit (fugit vel discessit) ad modicuin tempus, ut eum per- 

petuum retineas—ut 4 me correctus perpetud tibi situtilis ; non amplitis a te discessurus 

freed vives: Doctrina Evangelica non tollit statuum differentias, aut unperium donunorum 
Servos. 
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consideration. No one will duly estimate this address, who reads it as 
he would a newspaper, but he who will pause upon its statements and 
hints, will have his knowledge confirmed and enlarged, and his moral 
powers usefully excited and directed. The exordium rapidly glances at 
the utility of our Seminary, (in having promoted the minisetrial educa- 
tion of 150 persons, of whom 90 have enjoyed “a full course of study,” 
to which number, the 28 on this day taking leave of the institution, are 
_ to be added ;) and at the degree of favour it has met from the liberal 
while it laments the yet great inadequacy of its endowment. Cordial 
sympathy is then very interestingly expressed for those about tu exchange 
the quiet of the Student, for the toil and anxiety ofthe Teacher. 
The subject is “ the pecu/iarity of the circumstances of the Min. 
istry,” and “the character which they demand,” in our country. The 
insufficient maintenance of the Clergy, is naturally adverted to, and then 
comes up the question, what isthe remedy! Public opinion is strongly 
averse to the European remedy, viz.—governmental provision—the same 
which was adopted in several of our States before, and in New-England, 
since the Revolution. Public opinion seems to favour the leaving the 
maintenance of the Clergy altogvether to the people, whom they are to 
instruct, Willthis system auswer? Will the spiritually sick contribute 
adequately to the support of their spiritual physicians? Is the gospel 
sufficiently estimated to induce the mass of the people to maintain its 
institutions ? These are grave questions, and we may well doubt whe- 
ther the affirmative is the true reply, when we recollect how many 
Clergymen there are who are supported chiefly by their own means and 
industry, in keeping school and other secular pursuits,—how few are 
entirely supported by their salaries—and that of these few, the income 
is derived only in part, from the purses of their hearers, and chiefly 
from the funds of corporations, or of Missionary Societies. Is the 
demand for religious instruction sufficient to create the needed 
supply? If not, we must look for that supply to Christian liber- 
ality. Christians who, by the blessing of God on the industry 
of their fathers or of themselves, have the ability, must endow Churches, 
or charge themselves with the annual support of Ministers—not merely 
of their own parish Church or Minister, but of those in other places 
where the people are too poor, or too careless to secure these spiritual 
advantages for themselves. Missionary Societiesshould be encouraged 
more and more ; and in the late proceedings of our General Convention 
for the advancement of the Gospel, is especially to be admired, their 
adaptation tothe condition and character of society amongus. There is 
wealth in the country, but one of the last things in which it will be 
applied, is the support of religion. It cannot even be had for learning 
and science, and therefore government has to patronize them. But Gov- 
ernment would not be permitted, (even if it had the will,) to do as much 
for religious as it does for secular education. Recourse then must be 
had to the means of Christians. Individually and collectively, ‘hey must 
sustain and propagate the cause which they regard as of superiative im- 
portance. Religion never has been sustained in any country by “the 
people.” In our own country, it is sustained, (inadequately as it is,) by 
the piety of past generations, and by the comparatively few Christians 
among us, and only in a small degree by the mass of the community. 
But for facts bearing on this point, we must refer to the address before 
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us. Letevery member of the Church take this appeal to himself and 
herself, and if they be rich, “ give plenteously,”—if they have little, 
labour that they may have to give to him that needeth. “We want 
for our clergy neither the couch of sinecure indulgence, nor the pamper- 
ing of secular solicitudes. But we do want for them, provision, now 
inadequately and too precariously had, for the necessities of individual 
and domestic life. We do want the means of defraying, even with a 

dging and sparing economy, the expenses of as many as might be 
willing, could they see such means securely provided, to give themselves 
to this business. We do want such support, now not aflorded, as will 
enable the ministers of religion. with something of an exemplary influ- 
ence, to perform that cardinal duty of religion, the giving to them that 
ned. We do want that degree, at least, of certain provision against 
penury and mendicancy, gh have some effect, in turning our 
young men back from the crowded paths of secular adventure and polit- 
ical ambition, to take up this calling, hallowed in their eyes, however 
despised and neglected of men. It is not overflowing coffers of conse- 
crated wealth that are necessary to these uses. They require but the 
little that will sustain the strength necessary to this appointed work of 
(od, and that will exempt those who do it, from the personal neglect 
and contempt, which, in the pride of wealth, becoming so much a pre- 
vailing feature of American character, will attach to poverty and depen- 
dence. We cannot be insensible to this sad reality of our condition ; 
that, as | have said, for want of more adequate provision for its suste- 
nance,* the office of the minister of the house of God is sought by far 
fewer than its service needs.” * * * “ Wecan conceive of no spe- 
ties of munificence, next to that which will complete the necessary 
endowments of this valuable institution, more important, or more cer- 
tainly conducive to the interest of religion and the Church, and in it the 
best interest of the country, than that which would make our missionary 
finds adequate to the demands which we must hope will be made on 
them. Hitherto they are greatly inadequate to the reasonable and well- 
regulated necessity of their object ; and until the most favored of heaven, 
in their earthly lot, will, in the spirit of the Gospel, gladly dedicate to 
its Bestower, in these funds, some generous proportion of what he gives, 
ind thus evince the high importance of the interest in whose behalf they 
exert such liberality, we shall hope in vain to see many of our youth 
reverentially adverting to this interest, as that, to the promotion of which 
they would dedicate their talents and their lives.” 

Other peculiarities in the “circumstances of the Ministry among us,” 
(besides its prospect of inadequate support,) are classed under these 
three heads, —Intellectual, Spiritual, and Practical,—and the obligations 
growing out of our peculiar circumstances are impressively enforced. 

t limits will allow of only these few valuable extracts :— 

“The veneration and indulgence extended to ministers of religion for 
their order’s sake, and the inestimable interest committed to them, have 


* Perhaps we may see perfect evidence of the advantage of certain, however moderate, 
Movision for the support of the ministry, in the fact, that numbers adequate to the exist- 
" need of ministers have never been wanting, where such provision has been made, 
ind have ben always so where ithasnot. Reference might be made to the case of the 
&tcnal Church of England, and to the Congregational Church of New-England, as it was. 
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iven place to a spirit of rigid and even capricious exaction, whose 
| ess must, to the utmost+possible extent, be met.”. * * “This 
worldliness of temper, the so prevalent result of the manner in which the 
immeuvse natural resources of our country are becoming developed to 
the spirit of adventure and of gain, you will find, perhaps, a more for- 
midable obstacle in the path of your professional life, than almost any 
other.” * * * “But infidelity and worldliness are not all that wil] 
make it necessary for you to be thoroughly furnished to your work. 
You will, every where, have to encounter the novelties and errors with 
which the latitudinarianism of the age, especially under civil circun- 
stances such as ours, is continually every day harassing the gospel king. 
dom. You will find religious opinion, so called, which your knowledge 
of the Scriptures and of primitive Christianity has shown you to be false, 
in a thousand shapes, waiting to challenge you to its refutation. You 
will find fanaticism and imposture in every absurd and monstrous form, 
plausibly vindicating their claims, and seducing men to admit them, to 
the scandal of all that in the name of the God of truth and holiness, can 
assert itself to be religion.” *  * ‘I cannot but consider education, 
wheresvever your lot may fall,to be an interest of religion and of 
the Church, that may worthily and most rightfully engage your enter- 

rise. With respect to it, it will be your power to exert an important 
influence ; and no sacrifice or exertion will be too great for you to make, 
that you may preserve it free from the polluting influences of irreligion 
and infidelity, and subsidiary to the interest of the Church, and all its 
sound Christianity.” 

The following allusion to Bishop White, (who it will be recollected 
died soon after,) is as interesting as it must be useful—* Especially, 
could I have rejoiced, if the venerable and holy man to whom it has 
always been desirable to assign the duty of uttering the counsel proper 
for this occasion, could have been permitted once more, from the abun- 
dance of his unexampled wisdom and experience, to have left upon your 
memory the inestimable lessons he has been wont to deliver. The 
infirmity of almost fourscore years and ten, may well demand our ac- 


quiescence in the necessity of his absence from us, and in his probable pre 
inability to instruct the Church, in this place, any more forever. Never, suc 
however, will he cease to instruct her, through the recorded counsels be epi 
has given her, and the memory of an example than which, since the last ten: 


of the apostles, none wiser, purer, holier has been known. Look, my 
friends, to this greatset and best earthly exemplar, to which we cau point 
you. Study his counsels, and emulate his faithfulness, his punity, his 


singleness of heart, his religious magnanimity, his un weariedness in doing. offic 
good, his charity toward all men. Intellectually, spiritually, practically, arbi 
we can bid you advert to none more worthy of your fond and admiring Priv 
imitation. And, brethren in the ministry of our household of apostolic chee 


faith, from the highest to the lowest, whatever our degree or rank in its 
service, may we all “ remember him, who so long has had rule over US, 
and has spoken to us the word of God, following his faith, and consider 


. ° . * 
ing the end of his conversation, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to The 
day, and for ever.” poe ly 

ae Se should 
Death issomewhat dreary, and streams of that Jordan whichis between Peat, | 


as and our Canaan run furiously ; but they stand s¢i// when the ark comes. the Ch 
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A brief view of the origin and results of Episcopacy in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America: A discourse delivered 
in St. Luke’s Church, New-York, on the Sunday after the decease of the 
Right Rev. William White, D. D. late Senior Bishop of said Church. 
By the Rev. Samuet Seasury.—lIt was a happy thought to make the event 
of the death of him who was the chief instrument of organizing our 
Church in this country, the occasion of an historical sketch on the “ origin 
of Episcopacy” among us, and of the advantageous “ results’’ of our hav- 
ing laid the foundation well, after the model of the Church in its purest 
age. This discourse, interwoven with the abstract of our Church history, 
for which we are indebted to the Rev. Mr. Caswell, would be a very 
useful tract, instructing our people, and other inquirers, as to the chief 
points of the history of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, and inviting their attention to the larger historical works by 
Bishop White, Rev. Dr. Dalcho, and Rev. Dr. Hawks. The following 
justremarks cannot fail to attract attention to this sensible and useful 
sermon. 

“Episcopacy is not the only instance of a religious opinion being arbi- 
trarily associated in the minds of men with a political creed with which 
it has no natural connexion. “ In England,” says Bishop White, ‘ Armi- 
nianism was conceived of as allied to absolute monarchy, and Calvinism 
topopular privilege; at the same time that in the United Netherlands, the 
latter supported the monarchical, and the former the republican branch 

of the constitution.’ Episcopacy, wherever it exists, is favorable to good 

order; but beyond this it cannot be shown to have an affinity for one 

political system rather than another. Its advocates in the United States 

are as sincerely attached to republican institutions, as are its advocates 

in Great Britain to royalty.” 

“It has been too much the fashion among us to throw the blame of 

lax views on the Church of England and her prelacy. Thus that eccen- 
tric genius—for such he emphatically was—John Randolph, in a letter 
which has but just seen the light, darts his sting into Bishop Terrick, un- 
der whom he tells us, ‘ Wine-bibbing and buck parsons were sent out to 
preach ‘a dry clatter of morality.’’ Nothing can be more unjust than 
such insinuations. The shocking laxity originated in the want of that 
episcopal supervision which the genius of the Church of England con; 
templates, but which it was not the privileges of the colonies to possess. — 
Let any who doubt this consult the excellent history of Dr. Hawks.”’ 
_ “The excellence of our laws in discouraging the spirit of caprice and 
Innovation without repressing a prudent zeal—in investing executive 
oficers with well defined powers, andthus preventing the abuses of 
arbitrary and irresponsible authority, in guarding the sacred rights of 
private judgment frum invasion by the ministry,* and at the same time 
checking its licentious operation by the silent influence of collective 
wisdom embodied in a primitive and catholic liturgy, is becoming more 
and more a theme of eulogy.” 


"As one instance of this, nay be mentioned the mode of admission to the Lord’s supper. 
The minister is authorized to expel evil livers from the communion, and to advise and 
tach all the members of the church as to the views and dispositions with which they 
should approach the altar; but he is not permitted to prescribe any thing in the shape of 
test, beyond the Aposties’ Creed; the individual being free to embrace, on his respon 

ity to God alone, those views which approve themselves to his own judgment, and 
eyo resuming a correct faith to exist implicitly in cases in which it is not dis- 

y veloped, 
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“ Our constitution is acknowledged to have worked well where other 
systems have failed. Had legislation been more minute, it would prob- 
ably have led to disruption. Avs it is, it is certain that the spirit whtch 
once charged us with want of piety has itself launched out into the wild- 
est extravagances, and that the wholesome restraints of our discipline, 
far from checking the flow of piety, have served rather to guide it in the 
channels of peace andorder. Under this system, our Church has become 
the asylum in which a calm and unobtrusive piety has sought a refuge 
from the excesses of fanaticism ; our numbers have been multiplied, and 
our energies evolved, till, at the present time, our missionaries, bishops 
as well as presbyters, are found im the distant extremes of both hemis- 
pheres, and our theological seminaries send out every three years a 
larger number of clergy than, at the distance of thirty years since, cur 
whole Church contained.” 

In a note at the bottom of page 14, there is a statement, which although 
seeming to, be warranted by what Bishop White had said in his 
Memoirs on the same subject, cannot perhaps, be admitted to be strictly 
correct. It is mentioned by Bishop White, p. 95 of his Memoirs, that 
“there was real danger of opposition in the Convention | of the Churches 
in South-Carolina] to a compliance with the invitation given.” The 
invitation, (that is,) to join in measures to be adopted in a General Con- 
vention, for the organization of the Church. “ The danger was warded 
off, (the Bishop proceeds,) by a proposal made by the Rey. Robt. Smith, 
to accompany their compliance with the measure, by its being under- 
stood, that there was to be no Bishop settled in that State.” “Some 
gentlemen, it is said, declared in conversation, that they had contemp- 
lated an opposition, but were prevented by this caution.” It seems, by 
this representation, that THERE WAS DANGER of opposition in South-Caro- 
lina, to the going into the General Union—and that some persons declar- 
ed in conversation, that they had contemplated an opposition, but were 

revented. It is known, also, that the first article, or second, (it is not 

in the recollection of the writer which,) of a proposed Constitution for 
the Churches in South-Carolina, expressly contained the provision, which 
Bishop White has mentioned. The old manuscript journal of the Con- 
vention, held in this city in 1785, (only extracts from which, are given 
by Dr. Dalcho, in his history of the Church in South-Carolina,) is dis- 
tinctly remembered to have embraced the project ofa Constitution with 
this circumstance a prominent feature of it. This manuscript cannot 
immediately be had access to, but remains in existence. All, however, 
that this journal shews, is that there was a disposition unfriendly to the 
settling of a Bishop in this State. That it was impossible to induce the 
Episcopalians to jon the Genera) Convention, until an assurance to that 
effect was given, is, perhaps, too stronga statement. It does not appear 
that the question was discussed. In the apprehension of opposition to 
what was more immediately urgent, Dr, Smith wisely proposed the 
clause which he thought calculated to repress it. The same prudential 
consideration led no doubt to the vote which is given by Dr. Dalcho, 
from the journal of ’S86; p. 469. Rule vi. 


Many seem to think it must be a good employment to talk about Ser 
mons—while they do this in such a way as in fact to profane the Lord’s 
day, offend God, and harden their own hearts, 
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SELECTIONS. 


HINTS TO PARENTS TEACHERS AND PUPILS. 


Who that has had any thing to do with education, does not recognize 
the correctness of the statements in the following extract from an admi- 
rable letter of Fellenburgh, lately addressed to the editor of the ‘ An- 
nals of Education’ :— 

“T have too often discovered that it is impossible for the pupils of in- 
stitutions such as I have described, to comprehend, nay, to avoid misap- 
prekending, the philanthropic character of Hofwyl; after having been 
accustomed to consider as tyrants, or as upper servants of their parents, 
the instructors whom they ought to respect and loye as their second fa- 
thers, or their best friends. Pupils of this character have become com- 
pletely strangers to that filial piety towards their guardians which my 
establishments ought to preserve conscientiously, and to cultivate with 
the greatest care. They consider teachers and pupils as opposite par- 
ties with distinct interests ; or, at best, as rulers and subjects, the former 
seeking for power, and the latter having the right of resistance. They 
cannot understand our desire to act as parents, who seek to direct and 
restrain their children, in order to improve their character, and secure 
their happiness. They attribute to the lowest or the most sordid motives, 
all that is done to furnish an education truly Christian, and entirely dis- 
iuterested, an education liberally provided for, in reference both to sci- 
ence and the arts. Pupils of this character often find their greatest 
pleasure in defeating all the efforts wh'ch are made for their improve- 
ment, instead of co-operating in them, and considering their own best 
interests as identified with the success ofthe teachers. Inthis manner, 
the purest atmosphere becomes infected by the very individualson whom 
its purity ought to exert the most salutary influence.” 

“In too many cases, the children who are sent to us, appear to have 
learned more of religious forms and opinions, than of the true spirit of 
the gospel. They do not seem to imagine that religion has anything to 
do with education. It appears strange to them, that the Bible should be 
asubject of study at school; and some are even disposed to ridicule the 
idea of lessons on the truths of religion, and the duties it imposes. They 
are not sensible of any obligation to obey the precepts of our Saviour in 
the daily concerns of life, and in all their intercourse with their fellow 
men, and especially in that which exists between teachers and pupils; 
aud their eonsciences appear to be inaccessible to the representations 
which are made to them on this subject. They seem to understand only 
positive laws and arbitrary punishments; and if they have not openly 
transgressed such laws, they consider themselves innocent, however 
great the pain they may have caused to others, however serious the 
disorder they have introduced, in direct contravention of the great pre- 
cept of Christ, ‘‘ Do unto others as you would that they should do unto 
you.” They think, very often, that their educators have no concern with 
anything but their external arts—that they have nothing to do with their 
character aud feelings, however perveric 1 they may be,—and consider 
tenough if they “ break no rules.” Such pupils regard their comrades 
either as strangers, towards whom they | ave no duty of Christian kind- 
hess to fulfil, or as rivals that excite their jealousy, with the exception of 
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those whom they endeavour to gain as friends, or rather as accomplices 
They are, therefore, equally incapable of understanding that spirit of fra. 
ternal kindness and mutual! aid, which we endeavour to cultivate amon 
thein, as members of one family. The studies of those who are thus per- 
verted, have become mere sources of torment to them—apparently in 
consequence of defective methods of instruction, and the arbitrary disci- 
pline by which they were euforced,—instead of being, as they should be, 
their greatest pleasure. ‘heir comrades who are less perverted, appear 
them only as spies, as traitors to their party, whom they think it neces. 
sary to restrain by threats if they are inaccessible to corruption. Such 
= perversions of mind and heart ought to be unknown here, 

ofwyl ought to maintain the character imposed by its original design, 
Its atmosphere ought to be kept pure; and every individual should be 
excluded who cannot appreciate its character. It is only in this way 
that the object of all my efforts can be accomplished, in a course of action 
which is incomprehensible to those who are actuated by considerations 
purely mercantile, and are faithless in regard to all those virtues which 
give the only permanent value to human life. We shall, therefore, re- 
ceive at Hofwyl qnly those children for whose purity, and truth, and 
simplicity of character, we are furnished with the most satisfactory as- 
surances, as well as for the co-operation of their parents in the accon- 
plishment of our task. Every one that is brought to us without fulfil- 
ling these conditions, will be excluded from my institutions, without re- 
gard to the distance he has come; unless substantial reasons shall be 
given for subjecting him to a trial (quarantine) sufficient’to enable us to 
judge of the expediency of receiving him.’ 


CHARITY. 


We invite particular attention to these judicious and seasonable re- 
marks from the Churchman. 

There is scarcely another word in use which is more preposterously 
misused. It was a former characteristic of charity that it rejoiced in the 
truth. So far from its being the case now, its highest triumphs, its most 
rapturous rejoicings are in error. To illustrate. The strict Antipedo 
Baptist, who will admit to his communion none but such as have been 
immersed upon a profession of faith, is almost by general consent deem- 
ed singularly uncharitable. He is like a speckled bird among the flock. 
Why? Because he does not admit to communion in the Church of 
Christ, those whom he believes are not members of that Church. On 
the contrary, did he throw down the barrier and admit all to his commu- 
nion who please to call themse!ves members of Christ’s Church, did he 
thus practically belie his own principles, confessing by his acts what 0 
his creed and heart he disbelieves, then were he most magnanimously 
charitable: eminently worthy to preside at the feast of love. 

Is this charity? Ifso, in what is she rejoicing? Not inthe truth. If 
any one finds any difficulty in determining whether such a shamefil 
abandonment of principle is charity, he certainly can find none in deter- 
mining whether it is honesty. It is not charity. If the distinguishing 
tenet of the individual alluded to be, as he deems it, a truth, it is a truth 
of the last importance to all men. Which, then, is the course which 
charity dictates! A fearless and faithful avowal of it upon every su!ta 
ble occasion ; urging its reception upon all men; carefully avoiding 
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every thing which may show that he lightly values it, or that he considers 
others safe in rejecting it; or a base and pusillanimous surrender of it 
upon the altar of an unprinc:pled religious sentimentalism ! It would 
seem then, after all, that St. Paul was right. Charity does rejoice in 
the truth. 

We have referred to the Antipeedo Baptist merely for the sake of 
ilustration. Of his principles we have now nothing to say. They are 
fair subjects of discussion. : But his conduct, in carrying out his princi- 
ples to their just and legitimate results, so far from being censurable, 
deserve the respect and commendation of every honest man. 

Soalso the Churchman. If, after a most thorough and pains-taking 
examination, he is fully satisfied that the distinguishing tenets of the 
Church are true; if he is satisfied that others, so tar as they reject them, 
are in error; if he use every honest means to convince them of their 
error, and if he will do nothing which may seem to sanction their con- 
duct in rejecting or disregarding what he believes to be the truth, he is 
thought to be a prodigy of intolerance. There are not vituperative epi- 
thets enough in the English language to characterize him. Uncharita- 
ble is entirely too mild and gentle an adjunct. He appears to be the 
great Obstacle in the way of what is now so devoutly wished for. Would 
he but shut his mouth, and open his heart to the expansive charity of 
the gospel—would he bid all God-speed, no matter what doctrine they 
believe or reject, how soon would the millennial glory burst upon our 
astonished and delighted vision. 

But look again, gentle reader, at this subject. Ifthe Churchman's 
principles are correct, or if he think them correct, to say nothing of cha- 
rity, would he be honest (no matter upon what pretext) in suppressing 
orconcealing them? Rather by so doing, would he not richly merit the 
execration of allmen? Charity still rejoices in the truth. 

The obvious inference from the above appears to be this, charity has 
nothing to do with opinivns. Our Antipeedo Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Roman, and Unitarian neighbours may be, in our estimation, respectively 
more or less inerror. It is no breach of charity if we use every means 
in our power to convince them of it. With what then has charity to do 
ifnot with their opinions? With their motives. If we say, not only 
that our neighbour is in error, but that he is knowingly and wilfully so, 
then are we censurable and uncharitable. With regard to men’s mo- 
tives, charity thinketh no evil. She leaves them to conscience and to 
God, willing herself to hope and believe all things. 

So much for the misuse of a word. But thisis notall. The obloquy 
and reproach which it unjustly heaps vpon individuals; the dishonesty 
ito which it sometimes urges them, we had almost said, are to be 
borne with, They, indeed, are tolerable compared with the greater 
and more lasting evils it occasions. In its general influence it is most 
demoralizing and vicious. Let men be taught to believe that the main- 
tenance of their principles, at all times and upon all occasions, will be a 
violation of charity ; and they will soon suspect the utility, if not the 
truth of those principles, and will become ashamed of them, and will 
abandon them. So that in their endeavors to meet on the broad ground 
of charity, one by one, every sound principle will be sacrificed, and they 
will only meet in the fathomless vortex of indifference and unbelief. 
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It is not our purpose even to attempt to specify or enumerate the mul. 
titudinous offspring of this prolific error. We would temark, however 
in passing, that the miserable quibbles with which you are met at eve ‘ 
corner, when urging the duties and obligations of our holy religion, are 
very generally of this order. “It is not a saving ordinance.” “ These 
are among the non-essentials.”’ ‘Faith, you know, is the great thing, 
Is the heart right? That is the point. As to your ordinances, and doc. 
trines, and principles, it is of no consequence whether they are true or 
not, or whether, and how far they are embraced.” 


OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY. 
[From the Southern (hurchman,} 

The vigorous efforts which are making on the other side of the Atlan- 
tic, to secure the better observance of the Sabbath, should encourage 
cisatlantic Christians to efforts of alike nature. With aviewto promote 
the convictions which may resv t in decided and united efforts in behalf 
of the Sabbath, we give below, some extracts from the addresses at the 
London Anniversary of the Society for the Observance of the Lord’s day. 


THE FULL SANCTIFICATION OF THE SABBATH, THE DUTY OF EVERY CHRISTIAN 
COUNTRY. 

I have said that the observance of the Sabbath day is an honorable 
distinction of a Protestant country: itis a distinction of Protestantism, 
that the Lord’s people enjoy the Word of God in all its fulness and in- 
tegrity, fairly distributed, and !nithfully preached. So also ought it to 
be charasteristic of every Protes:ant country, that they enjoy the Lord’s 
ordinances in all their fulness and integrity—that no part of those ad- 
vantages which they are intended to convey shall be withheld from them, 
either by the evil example of those who ought to be the foremost in 
leading the way to right principles and practice, or by the culpable neg- 
ligence and opposition of the government ofa country. Until the Sab- 
bath day is observed in a Christian manner, this country never can be, 
in the fullest sense of the term, a Christian country: and, therefore, if 
you wish to Christianize this country, to maintain Christianity where it 
exists, and propagate it to those districts which are comparatively in a 
state of darkness and almost heathenism, you must, in the first instance, 
distribute the Word of God and enlarge the pale of the Church; but 
you will do so in vain, unless, at the same time, you provide means of 
sanctifying the Lord’s Sabbath, and afford every encouragement and 
opportunity to the people of doing so. 


THE EXTENT TO WHICH LEGISLATION SHOULD SECURE THE FULFILMENT OF 
THIS DUTY. 

I cannot, it is true, congratulate you on the result of any measure 
which the government of this Christian country have taken to promote 
the due observance of the Lord’s day; nor on the immediate prospect 
of their supplying that defect, which I think must be imputed to them 
as an offence against the duty which they owe to God. At the same 
time the question is a difficult one ; and I admit that it requires great cir 
cumspection and caution, when we propose to legislate on the subject. 
I wish that these were the only :onsiderations which stand in our way. 
I wish that it was only because ‘he question is a difficult one, and that 
it needs circumspection and caution—I wish it were only on this ac 
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count —that the remedy which we seek for at the hands of the legislature 
isdelayed, and not fromthe prevalence of infidelity and liberalisn: among 
us. It is a fearful thing, to see men stand up in the Great Council of 
the Nation, and, not content with opposing measures which are intend- 
ed to promote the due observance of the Lord’s day, on the ground that 
jevislative enactments are an interference with the rights of conscience 
and civil freedom—but even to deride the subject altogether. Why do 
[allude tothis? L allude to it, because, in exact proportion as these 
eflurts are made by the party to which I refer, is it the duty of all true 
Christians to come forward and proclaim aloud their allegiance to the 
cause of gospel truth; and their determination to promote and advance 
it by every means in their power, and especially those means of the 
Lord’s appointment—his ordinances and Sabbaths. At the same time, 
| should not do justice to myself, if I were not to State, in a very few 
words, my views on the question of legislative interference. I have al- 
ways maintained, that the legitimate object of legislative interference on 
the subject of the observation of the Sabbath, is a protective object. 
We are bound, I think, by our duty to Him, who is the Fountain of all 
authority to do every thing that we can effect by human laws, to secure 
the devout and profitable observance of this, one of the most important 
and beneficial of His ordinances. I do not hold that the legislature 
would be justified in interfering, by penal enactments, to compel men— 
and indeed they never could compel them—to practise the positive du- 
ties of religion ; but I do hold, that the government ofa Christian coun- 
try, is not only authorised, but that it is bound, by the most sacred obli- 
gations, to do all in its power to prevent the increase or existence of 
those obstacles which hinder those who are religiously inclined from 
carrying their inclinations into practice. I hold that it is the duty of a 
govrrument to prevent all open public desecration of the Lord’s day ; 
and to afford full and efficient protection, so far as legislative enactments 
can afford it, to that vast number—for | am happy to say, there is a vast 
number—that vast number of persons who are desirous, if they were 
permitted, to observe the Lord’s day as it ought to be observed. 

This, I think, would most effectually be done in the first instance, by 
preventing all trading upon the Lord’s day—and not only all trading, 
all employment in manual labour—all proceedings which would either 
necessitate, or strongly induce, the working classes to employ in 
labour those hours which are given them for the improvement both of 
their bodily and spiritual health. And this would have a double effect. 
It would not only protect the poorer classes in the discharge of their 
religious duty, and ease their consciences, but would also, toa consider- 
able extent, operate on the rich, by preventing them from employing 
the poor on the Lord’s day. This, perhaps, is the only way in which 
you can effectually legislate for the rich. I object to any legislation on 
such subjects, which does not directly or indirectly affect the rich as well 
asthe poor. We cannot interfere in the sacredness of domestic privacy : 
we cannot pretend to control or regulate the internal management of a 
family; but if we prevent tradesmen from selling articles on the Lord's 
day, we prevent the rich from buying them, and so far we prevent them 
from employing their housebold servants on other works than those of 
necessity, and charity, and piety.— Bp. of London—at Lord's day Obs. 
Soc. ‘Ann, 
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THE ALTAR AND PULPIT. 
From the Churchman. 

“The altar was the place to speak to God at, the pulpit to speak to 
the people.” The. pulpitus, as it is called by St. Cyprian, (“quasi in 
publico expositum,” Casalius,) or Ambo. (ap.Sov ex avaSawew, hecause 
they went up by steps,) was a desk without the chancel, where the gospels 
and epistles were read, the singers stationed, and sermons preached. 
The choir then is indeed holy, and the altar holy of holies. This is the 
language of the primitive Church, and Episcopalians claim to have 
revived that Church in their own. It is sacred to God! to his com- 
memoration in the eucharist, to his praise in the liturgy. Let not the 
tongue ofpride profane its sanctity. Be it devoted to those offices, for 
which itwas separated and consecrated. The authority of early tradition, 
of unbroken usage in the Churches of the East and West, has declared 
its design, and antiquity is auswered by—custom. And is not the open 
choir more seemly? Can aright taste approve the intrusion of boxes 
of the carpenter’s desiguing, where the altar has ever stood, and the 
exaltation of a little table appended to the desk to its name? Cana, 
consistant Churchmanship approve an unseemly scion of Puritanism, 
without law and reason to support its pretentions, when reverenced 
authority, and indisputed evidence, point out a more excellent way? 
St Paul's Church in Boston was visited by strangers as one of the most 
perfect models of Grecian architecture in the country. Jts choir was 
spacious, and from the central door the view of the altar was imposing. 
The desk and pulpit, both designs of beauty, stood upon either side of 
the chancel, without the rails. All was-in good taste, and as the 
Church is without galleries, the design was very complete. Imagine 
the furniture removed, and in America you stood in a Grecian temple. 
I lately visited Boston, and St. Paul’s had no longer any attractions for 
the connoisseur, or the lover of taste. The altar was removed, the desk 
and pulpit were gone; an oblong stood in the chancel, and in 
front, a small table, hardly competent to hold the sacred vessels. I made 
many inquiries, and (dictu mirabile!) not one with whom I met appear- 
ed to approve the change. 





— +e 
POETRY. 


DIRGE ONA CLERGYMAN. 
From the Miss onary. 


Thon art gone from us, my brother—there is dust upon thy brow, 
And coldness in that kindly heart, which ne’er was cold till now, 
And sweet and nadisturbed thy rest beneath the sacred stone, 
Where pious hands thy couch have spread, and thou art left alone, 


Thou art taken from us brother—all thy cares and labours done, 
When, to our short reaching vision, they had seemed but just begun; 
And, long before its noon was reached, thy heaven-enkindled ray 
Was lost, as stars by sunlight fade, in endless, cloudless day. 


Thou art torn from us, my brether--and onr hearts are bleeding still, 
- Yet tanght by thee, in silence bow to heaven’s all righteous will, 

Aud bless the grace which by thy life such heavenly radiance gave, 

To cheer us while on‘earth we walk, and light us through the grave. 


Thou art gone before us brother—yet we have no tears to shed, 

be k: ow that thon art numbered with the blessed, holy dead; 

And, in that “ continuing city,” to which we may fail to come, : 
Hast found, through faith in Christ our Lord, a welcome and abome!—G WD. 
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Poetry.—Religious Intelligence. 


THE STING OF DEATHIS SIN. 

BY WILLIAM COWPER, ESQ.—(NOT INSERTED IN HIS WO iKS.) 
“Felix qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas.” 
Thankless for favours from on high, 

Man thinks he fades too soon; 
Thongh ‘tis his privilege to die, 
Would he improve the boon? 


But he not wise enough to scan 
His best concerns aright, 

Would gladly stretch life’s little span 
To ages—if he might, 


To ages, in a world of pain; 
To ages, where he goes 

Gail’d by affliction’s heavy chain, 
And hopeless of repose ! 


Strange fondness of the human heart— 
Enamor’d of its harm; 

Strange world, that costs it so mach smart, 
And yet has power to charm! 


Whence has the world its magic pow’r? 
Why deem we death a foe! 

Recoil from weary life’s best hour, 
And court a longer wo? 


The cause is conscience; conscience oft 
Her tale of guilt renews; 

Her voice is terrible, though soft, 
Aud dread of death ensues! 


Then, anxious to be longer spar’d, 
Man mourns his fleeting breath: 

All evils then seems light, compar’d 
With the approach of death 


’Tis judgment shakes! There is the fear 
That prompts his wish to stay; 

He has incurr’d a long arrear, 
And must despair to pay! 


Pay '—Follow Curisrt, and all is paid; 
His death your peace ensures ; 
Think on the grave where he was laid, 
And calm descend to yours.—Prot. Episcopalian. 
Oe 
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Cholera.—In reference to this calamity, existing in our city, Tuesday 
pt. 13th. was appointed by the “ civil authority” to be observed as a 
day of “fasting, humiliation and prayer.’ The appointment was 
welcomed by the religious community, and they must have approved, 
also, the suggestion of our chief magistrate, that as the moral so the 
natural means of health and safety should be attended to, that having 
looked to the former, we should not neglect the latter, for ‘God hath 
created medicines out of the earth, and the physician for the uses to be 
made of him” and “he that is wise will not despise them.” The fol- 


Bas was the order of services in our churches, as set forth by the 
18 opi— 
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MORNING SERVICE. , 

The last four of the introductory sentences, beginning ‘repent 
ye” &c. Third selection of Psaims. First lesson—Proverbs j, 
20. or Jeremiah ix. 12 to 25. or Ezek. xiv.12. Second lesson—Luke 
xx. to v17. orxii. 25. to end, or xiii to 10, The Litany as on Sundays, Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays, with the portion of it which ordinarily the minis- 
ter may omit at his discretion, and before the General Thanksgiving, the 
Collects appointed to be read in that place, in the service for Ash Wed- 
nesday—the prayer being added, which among the occasional prayers, 
is appointed to be used in time of great sickness and mortality. Ante-Com- 
munion: Collect, Ipistle and Gospel, for Ash Wednesday, with the 
Collect for the 8th Sunday after Trinity and the following :—Almighty 
God, the Supreme Governor of all things, whose power no creature is 
able to resist, to whom it belongeth justly to punish sinners, and to be 
merciful to those who truly repent, save and deliver us we humbly 
beseech thee, in this our day of need and peril, that we, secure in thy 
defence, may be preserved ever-more, to glorify thee, who art the only 
giver of life, of health, and of safety, through Jesus Christ our Lord— 
Amen. : 

EVENING SERVICE. 

Psalms 44, 46, and 80—or either two of them, at the discretion of the 
minister. First Lessoun—lIsaiah ix, 16. or xxx. 8 to 22. or Daniel ix. 3 to 
20. Secoud Lesson—James iv. or 1. Peter ii. to 17. or 1 Peter iv, 
Collects for the day, as in morning service. Before General Thauksgiv- 
ing, the Collects and Prayers as in morning service. 

Misstonary Lecture—It was delivered at St.-Philip’s temporary 
church on the first Wednesday in September, and the amouut collected 
was >43., 


Episcapal Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society of Charles- 
ton—in the 9th Annual Report, we are informed ;—During the past 
year little more than half of the usual number have been given away, 
namely: 1160 Tracts, 107 Prayer Books, 98 Bibles and ‘Testaments, 
besides 20 Bibles and Testaments, 40 Prayer books and some Tracts 
sold. Weare glad to be able to say that, on the whole, more than the 
common proportion of these have been sold; for the expediency of 
asking for payment in most cases, is established beyond question—but 
we must regret that so few altogether have been distributed. The 
Managers have met six times during the year. Of Members we have 
lost 5 by resignation, and 4 by death, of which latter number one has 
been taken from the Board of Managers ; but § have been added, making 
the present number of Aunual Members, 172, and of life Members, 27. 
The amount received from Aunnal Subscriptions was $270, donations 
$10, Books and Tracts sold $20. The following Resolution, to which 
we invite attention, was passed. 

“That it be recommended to each member of this Society, to endeav- 
our if possible, to obtain during the ensuing year, at least one additional 
subscriber, and that the Clergy be respectiuily requested, if convement, 
to bring before their respective congregations the claims of this society. 
Copies of the Report, to which is annexed a list of the members and 
“brief remarks” made at the Anniversary, can be had at the Depusiiory’ 
of the Society corner of Anson and Society-strget. 
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Grace Church Camden.—Agreeably to the recommendation of the 
Committee, appointed by the last Diocesan Convention, church boxes 
were placed in this Church, on the second Sunday in July. The collec- 
tion on that day, and on the second Sunday in August, exceeded ten 
dollars. This contribution is creditable to the missionary spirit of the 
congregation, which was very much reduced by the number of its mem- 
bers gone on their summer travels. As the monthly collection by the 
church boxes, is to be repeated the gross amount at the end of the year 
will probably be important. 

General Theological Seminary.—The annual meeting of the Trustees 
(whose proceedings are just published) was on June 27 to July 1,—pres- 
eut, 5 of the Bishops and several other Trustees, clerical and lay. The 
meeting was opened with prayer by the senior Bishop present (Dr. 
Bowen,) who also presided. During the year Mr. Lorillard’s legacy 

20,000, and Mr, Stuyveant’s endowment of a Professorship $25,000 
have been paid in. ‘The expenses for the year have exceeded the in- 
come by $2601, and the Bishops, by a resolution, are requested to adopt 
medsures for obtainiug aid in their respective dioceses. The new 
building is nearly completed and furnishes accommodation for 110 
students. Drawings were shown of a mode of furnishing the rooms at 
amoderate expense. The annual expense having increased in conse- 
quence of the general advance, is $8 exclusive of clothes, travelling 
and cuntingencies. ‘The whole num er of Students was 87—of whom, 
3 from South-Carolina. The report: of the Faculty are gratifying evi- 
dences of their competency; and the Committee on examination say 
“seldom have they witnessed one more entirely excellent and honour- 
able.” The Rev. Mr. James (alas death has deprived us of his valua- 
ble services,) was appointed agent for procuring an endowment for the 
Professorship of “ Pastoral Theology and Pulpit eloquence,” the du- 
ties of which have been gratuitously discharged, during this year, by 
the Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. Peters, as have those of instructor 
in the “ Evidences of Christianity and Moral Science” by the Rev. S. 
Seabury. Divine service was held on Ist July in St. John’s Chapel and 
an address delivered by the Rt. Rev, Dr. Bowen, of the great merit of 
which we had occasion to speak in our “ Notice of New Publica- 
tions.” Testimonials were given tothe 28 gentlemen who had com- 
pleted their course of studies, of these 14 on the Sunday next ensuing, 
were admitted to the holy order of Deacons, (understood to be the 
largest number who had been ordained in our Church at any one time) 
and the Sermon on the interesting occasion was preached by the Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Bowen, at Grace Church. In the course of providence he 
had preached the sermon at the ordination to the deaconship of the 
same gentleman who «on this occasion, as the Bishop of New-York, 
Was the ordaining minister. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church—The 
“Spirit of Missions” for July has not been received by the agent. In 
the August number we find reported for “Domestic Missions,” $2022 
(of which $172 from South-Carolina,) and for foreign missions $1596, 

The proceedings of the Board of Managers at their annual meeting, 
aud the annual report of the committee form an interresting volume of 
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136 pages. All who are interested in the propagation of the Gospel, and 
who is not, or ought not to be, should read it. From Nov. 1835 to 
June 1836, the receipts for Foreign Missions was $30,311, for Domes. 
tic Missions $19,856. Some of the items are New-York for foreign 
$14,156, domestic $6,015. Pennsylvania 3,503 and 2,343. South 
Carolina 974 and 2,274. Virginia 2,376 and 661. Connecticut 489 
and 1,119. Maryland 1,129 and 208. St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia has 
contributed $1,000 for the Persian Mission to be continued three years, 
We invite attention to the following extract—Constitution, Art. iii, ; 
“The Society shall be considered as comprehending all persons who 
are members of the church,” and will only add, by prayer, by self deni. 
al, by influence, by personal services, by pecuniary assistance,. let 
every member do his or her duty. 

Travelling on Rail Roads.—At a meeting of the stockholders, says 
the Transcrip, of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road on Wednesday, 
it was voted nearly unanimously not to accept the report of a com- 
mittee recommending the running a train of cars out in the mogning 
and down in the afternoon, on Sundays. Remonstrances came in from 
citizens of Worcester, Westboro’, Hopkinton, and other towns on the 
route, against the proposition. The stand thus taken by the Worcester 
nail-road corporation is excellent. There is not at present in our 
country a more prolific source of desecration of the Sabbath than the 
running of rail-road cars and steamboats.—Indeed so great is the evil 
arising from this source that all who love and fear God, and hold his 
commandments in reverence, should unite their efforts to check it, in 
every suitable way. It should be taken in hand by legislators, and a 
general prohibitory law should be passed, or a clause inserted by every 
rail-road bill for the purpose, that the law of God may be had in honor; 
and the numerous persons employed in these modes of conveyance may 
be at liberty for religious worship and the enjoyment of other privileges 
connected with the right observance of that holy day. In England at 
this very moment a great effort is making to raise the voice of the 
religious part of the nation against the increasing desecration of the 
Sabbath, particularly in respect to rail-road travelling. Petitions are 
being forwarded to parliament from all parts of the nation, praying for 
the prohibition of all travelling and traffic on rail-roads, and even entreat- 
ing parliament to reject every rail-road bill which may come before it, 
rather than to sanction any profanation of the Lord’s day which would 
be so dishonoring to Almighty God, and so fraught with injury to tne 
best interests of man. We trust that the evil will be looked to in this 
country before it shall have proceeded beyond remedy. Were pre- 
prietors of rail-roads to consult their own interest merely, they would 
follow the worthy example of the Worcester company. The profits of 
a violation of God’s holy commandments will be utterly profitless; and 
a business. conducted upon principles which set at naught the divine 
law, will surely prove a curse to those who engage in it. But if no 
consideration of religious duty will prompt men to abstain from this 
open and gross desecration of the Sabbath, one would think they might 
at least be influenced by a decent regard for the opinions and feelinss 
of the christian community, on whom alone they can place any certan 


dependence of support.—/ Landmark.) It has been as well remarked 
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«(Qur rail-road adventurers are so busy with the “ earth, that they seem 
to have forgotten there is a heaven.” To the object of reformation in 
respect to the “holy day” the Bishop of Londen is giving the whole 
weight of his character and station. 

A rail-road that rests on the Sabbath—From New-York to Boston, 
“the rail-road is in excellent order. Tothe credit of the proprictors, 
it should be published avery where that the cars do not run onthe 
Sabbath day. This respect for the commands of God and morals of 
the country is highly commendable. The example set on this great 
through-fare, can, with not less sacrifice, be imitated on the more im- 
portant rail-roads. Why will not our -apitalists every where who 
would not work themselves on the Sabbath so use their capital that it 
shall not be an agent in violating God’s holy day! If they would take a 
decided ground, by refusing to hold stock in any rail-road company, 
unless provisions should be inserted in the charter against Sabbath 
violation, they would prevent an immense amount.” 

Extract from a Speech of Lord Erskine—It seems gentlemen, says 
hislordship, this is an age of reason; and the time and the person are at 
length arrived, that are to dissipate the errors which have overspread 
the past generation of ignorance. The believers of christianity are many, 
but it belongs to the few that are wise to correct their credulity. Be- 
lief is an act of reason, and superior reason may therefore dictate to the 
veak. In running the mind along the list of sincere and devout chris- 
tiaas, I eannot help lamenting that Nerwton, had not lived in thi§ day to 
have had his shallowness filled up with the new flood of light. But the 
subject is too awful for irony, | will speak plainly and directly. Newton 
wasa christian! Newton whose mind burst forth from the fetters cast 
by nature upon our finite conceptions. Newton whose science was 
truth and the foundation of whose knowledge of it was philosophy, not 
those vissionary and arrogant presumptions which too often usurp its 
name, but philosophy resting on the basis of mathematics, which, like 
figures, cannot lie. Newton who carried the line and rule to the utmost 
harriers of creation, and explored the principles by which, no doubt, all 
creation is held together and exists. But this extraordinary man in the 
nighty reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the errors which a mi- 
nuter investigation of created things on this earth might have taught bim 
ofthe essence of his creator? What then shall be said of the great 
Mr. Boyle, who looked into the organic structure of all matter, even to 
the brute inanimate substances which the foot treads on? Such aman 
may be supposed to have been equally qualified to “look through na- 
ture, up to nature’s God.’ Yet the result of all his contemplation was 
confirmed and devout belief of all which the other held in contempt, 
as despicable, drivelling superstition. But this error might, perhaps, 
arise from a want of due attention fo the foundations of human judg- 
ment, and the structure of that understanding which God has given us 
for the investigation of truth. Let that question be answered by Mr. 
Locke, who was to the highest pitch of adoration and devotion a chris- 
tan. Mr, Locke, whose office was to detect the errors of thinking by 
gong up to the fountains of thought, and to direct into the proper 
track of reasoning, the devious mind of man, by showing him its whole 
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process, from the first perceptions of sense, to the last conclusions of 
ratiocination; putting a rein, bes ces, upon false opinion, by practical 
rules for the conduct of human j idgment. But these men were only 
deep thinkers, and lived in their closets, unaccustomed to the traffic of 
the world, and to the laws which regulate mankind! Gentlemen! jp 
the place where we now sit to administer the justice of this great coun- 
try, above a century ago, though never to be forgotten, Sir Matthew 
Hale presided, whose faith in christianity is an exalted commentary 
upon its truth and reason, and whose life was a glorious example of its 
fruits in man—administering human justice with a wisdom and purity 
drawn from the pure fountain of the christian dispensation, which ioe 
been avd will be, in all ages, a subject of the highest reverence and ad- 
miration. But it is said by the author, that the christian fable is but the 
tale of the more ancient superstitions of the world, and may easily be 
detected by a proper understanding of the mythologies of the heathen. 
Did Milton understand those mythologies ? was he less versed than Mr. 
Paine in the superstitions of the world? No! they were the subject of 
his immortal song, and though shut out from all recurrence to them, he 
poured them forth from the stores of memory, rich with all that 
man ever new, and laid them in their order, as the illustration of that 
exalted faith, the unquestionable source of that fund of genius which cast 
a shade upon all the other works of man. The mysterious incarnation 
of our blessed Saviour (which this work blasphemes in words so wholly 
unfit for the mouth of a christian, or for the ear ofa court of justice, that 
I dare not, and will not, give them utterance,) Milton made the grand 
conclusion of the “Paradise Lost”—the rest from his finished labours 
—and the ultimate hope, expectation and glory of the world. 

“A Virgin is his mother, but his sire 

Tiie power of the Most High: he shall assend ov 

The throne hereditary, «nd bound his reign m! 

W ith earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the heavens.” if 

Southern Churchman. 
——— 
EPISCOPAL ACT. 
ORDINATIONSS. 

By the Right Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, Bis'op of So Ca.—On Sunday, Sept. 18th 1536, 
in St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, the ov. W. J. Boone, was admitted to the fioly 
Order of Deacon. acc 

_ of 
Protestant Episcopal Society for t).c Advancement of Christianity in S. C. \ 

The Librarian reports the following donations from the Rev. A. Kanfman, viz:— ver 
Tholuck’s Commentary on the Gospel of “1. John, translated from the German, By and 
the Rev. A. Kaufinan. Freedom of the Wii), from the German, «By A. Kaufman, Jun. 
of the Theological Seminary, Andover. 
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER. £00 


2. 19th Sunday after Trinity. 19. Aniv. of the Soc. for the relief of the Wi obs 
9. 19th Sunday after Trinity. dows & Orphans of the clergy of P.E. Church hap, 


16. 20h Sunday afier Trinity. 23. 21st Sunday after Trinity. | 
13. St. Luke, Aniversary 23. St. Simon anc’ St. Jude. . ally 
of the Orphan House. 30. 22d Sunday afier Trinity. os 
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In page 214, line 13, from end, for “received” read revived. 
$e « «« 4 fromend, for “ him” read Him. 
66 “ = 1 form end, for “mey” read they. 


page 224, line 23, frem end, for “iu. 2ad of. 


